
Senior Paper 

The Research Proposal 

A research proposal is intended to show others that you have a research project which you 
have chosen and have an organized plan to achieve its success. Generally, a research 
proposal should contain all the key elements involved in the research process and include 
sufficient information for readers to understand the value and importance of your 
proposed study. 

All research proposals must address the following questions: What you plan to accomplish, 
why you want to do it, and how you are going to do it.  

To complete this proposal, you will write a paragraph that identifies essential ingredients 
of your work: 

1. What do you plan to accomplish in your paper?  For example,    
a. Explain the importance of Picasso’s work in the art world,  
b. Analyze the effects of global warming on the oceans,  
c. Prove that the Great Depression greatly resembles the current economic 

recession,  
d. Advocate/Argue  that the death penalty does/does not deter crime   

2. How do you plan to prove your thesis?  What will you specially research/explore to 
accomplish this? 

3. Why did you choose this topic for your research paper?  In other words, why were 
you particularly interested in this area of research? 

4. How does this paper topic connect with your senior project?  How do you plan to 
further your knowledge about your senior project by completing this senior paper? 

5. What research will you conduct in order to find information on your topic?  In other 
words, where will you look?  Be specific.  Consider any key literature (scholarly 
articles or books) which have been written about your area of research.  Also, you 
may want to begin your research by interviewing your mentor, an expert in the field 
of your research, or a faculty member with knowledge or expertise in your field of 
research. 

6. Lastly, include your preliminary/working italicized thesis. 



For Example  

This paper will analyze the importance the photographer Ansel Adams had on black 

and white landscape photography.  To prove my thesis, I will study the methods he utilized 

to take photographs, specifically the cameras he used, the developing process, the lenses he 

valued most, the advantages and disadvantages of capturing landscape in black and white, 

the importance of lighting, and lastly, the positioning of the camera to capture the 

memorable shot.    Because I have always been passionate about the art of photography, I 

know that this topic will be right for me.  I have always loved to photograph people and still 

life, but capturing the surrounding landscape has always fascinated me, but also something 

which I have never had the opportunity to do.  In order to become more familiar with 

landscape photography, I want to explore the methods employed by the most famous 

landscape photographer and study his craft.  Because my senior project is about 

photographing Rhode Island landscapes for a book about the picturesque small state, I 

know that this will be an interesting and an enlightening research paper.  The photographs 

will be of the most significant locations and landmarks in Rhode Island.  Although 

technology has greatly improved since Adams captured the land, I hope to learn the 

methods of the artist who changed the way people view and take landscape photos.  Also, I 

hope to learn what fascinated him about certain landscapes.  Through this research, I hope 

to learn how to photographically convey the beauty of Rhode Island.  To find all this 

information which I am hoping to learn, I will mostly utilize the high school as well as the 

public libraries.  My mother is an amateur photographer who enjoys reading about and 

studying the art and methods of photography; therefore, I will also consult in my mother’s 

personal library.  I am also going to venture to the local bookstores the find the most 

recently published materials.  Most of the books I am hoping to find will be 

autobiographical or biographical detailing Adams’s methods and skills.  Other books will 

hopefully be about photography in general to study what captivates the photographer’s eye 

and compels him or her to take the shot.  Finding books about the evolving technology of 

cameras will also be beneficial to my research.  I will also interview my mentor, Joe 

Photographer, to learn about his methods.  I will conduct all this research in order to prove 

my thesis that Ansel Adams’ advancements in the field of landscape photography have 

greatly revolutionized the art of picture taking. 


